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Record Rights and E-Book
Activity Throughout Asia

With more than haif of the
world’s population in the 19 coun-
tries in Asia, and the economies in
the region holding steady, expect to
hear more and more news cCOMINg
from Asia.

The rights market, in particy-
lar, is heating up, and 2013 has bad
news of several record setting ad-
vances. in March, Amish Tripathi, an
Indian banker turned best-selling
author, received a record-breaking
50 million rupee advance {valued
at $912,000) from Westland Press
for the South Asian rights to his
next three books. And in June, The
Minumsa Pubiishing Group won a
hard fought auction for the rights to
japanese author Haruki Murakami’s
Jatest novel, for what is said to be
a record-breaking 150 million yen
(ahout $1.49 million)

Also in Korea, Samsung, whose
Galaxy Android-powered phones
and “phablets” outsold Apple’s
iPhones in the US for the first time
this past May, is likely to be taking
more and more meetings as it moves
closer to content producers and pro-
viders around the world. Though
at home the electronics giant is
blamed, in part, for the sharp decline
in reading among Koreans, who are
more likely to use their smartphone
and ubiguitous 4G service to catch
up on the latest episodes of soap
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than read a book. That said,
the size of the Korean market for
books should hit 583 billion won
$519.8 miltion) in 2013, compared

25 billion won for 2012. That’s
an 80% increase over the previous
year

Elsewhere, e-book retailing is
burgeoning in smaller developing
markets. Thailand’s book startup,
Ookbee, founded in 2010, has at-
tracted nearly three million users
and dominates the market, having
taken an 88% market share. And
the company is expanding, having
partnered with Indonesia’s Scoop e-
bookstore last October.

Scoop, for its part, has recently
launched an exclusive e-bookstore
with Grammedia, one of Indone-
sia’s top publishers, and is offering
10,000 titles. Scoop, while still small,
has “hit 500,000 downloads.” In ad-
dition, Ookbee has set up offices in
Malaysia and Viemam, where it will
compete with local c¢-booksellers
Alezaa and Sachweb
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When books meet technology it changes the experience of
publishing — of creating, conveying, distributing and
attributing value to content. CONTEC is a new, interactive event
experience created to address the complexity of today’s
publishing business. CONTEC brings together the entire
publishing ecosystem to redefine and redesign the
experience of publishing.

Brought to you by Frankfurt Academy —
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08 OCTOBER 2013

FRANKFURT MARRIOTT HOTEL

W #fbm13 H facebook.comlfrankfurtacademy




