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It was the great German poet Johann Woltgang von Gocthe
who, 1n 1827, coined the term »world literature« For him,
however, it had nothing to do with any literary canon. World

liw ged and developed, Goethe |
face-to-face contact between living, strit
by their interests and public spirit 1o
around them. Hence for Goethe world literatus g
literary communication between real people from different
nations, a form of intellectual exchange that secks to influ-
ence society at large

In contrast to the way we think about it today,
saw world literature as inter |

Goethe
ongi-
nally based in Europe but which would soon reach out to
encompass the whole world. In this sense Germany's book
industry and the Frankfurter Buchmesse — Frankfurt Book
Fair are indeed a vibrant part of world literature.
We at the Federal Foreign Office also want to pla
our part 1 p 2 1 | exch and |
tural dialoguc. Under the ausp of our cultural rel
and education policy we support a range of acuvities geared
to this end. We sec the German language and culture, for
example, as an excellent way to convey an accurate picture

Published by

Frankfurt Book Fair
- und Messe Gmbl

Ausstetlun

Literary Scene

§ Malinde Nady Ao Winner of e
Ciorinay Bowk Prize 2010

Putiiniting industsy

1 F-hooks go moesoancks !

Wt 7
s Bk Mot
o the bitaz opd Fak f sil
i v # Nptiding B

7, ix
s,

German - Language of Ideas

Pags 2

Rasratpigee

1§ Ronsks end it b rads 15

N

#1hig 27 Serviey
I8 A literary map of Germany
o mapal In, atisw

of contemporary Germany
P and fi , for
and a willimgness to work

A Germany that stands for
ce and values, for success
hard. for education and innova-

n 1

learning German, g

native speakers of German than any other language In an
ntegrated Furope we see multilingualism as a top educa-
tional prionity. For us this means making even more people
~ and young people in particular — interested i learming
German. For otherwise diversity will surely lose out not
only in Europe but also in the wider globahzed world.

This 1s the background to the »Germany - Language
of Ideas« campaign that Federal Foreign Minister Guido
Westerwelle launched in February 2010. Over the next few
years we want to encourage young people abroad to learn
German and decision-makers to support their efforts.

The Federal Foreign Office is naturally also very
keen for German books and hiterature to become better
known around the world That is why for many years now
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we have been working closcly with the Frankiurt Book Fmr
and the German Publishers & Booksellers Association.
Thanks to Federal Foreign Office funding, also small and
medium-sized publishers now have a foothold in the inter.
ional trade in i | property nights - through their
participation in one or more of the over 20 collective Ger-
man stands organized overy year at international book fairs,
through the work of our five German Book Offices abroad
or through our translation promotion programmes, Diversity
is a hallmark of our publishing industry and a reflection,
100, of what Germany stands for diversity of ideas, freedom
of expression and a commitment to democratic values And
the diversity of the books th lves that are p
here vividly tesufies to German's importance as a language
of ideas
For all these reasons [ am delighted that the new
| Book Fair paper ber:blick with its mix of
cultural coverage and factual information was so well
received last year So 1 hope this latest brainchild of the
Federal Foreign Office and the Frankfurt Book Fair will at-
tract a host of readers in 2011 as well.
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