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In the 1450s Joh Gutenberg i d ble type
printing in Europe and set in motion a revolution of ideas.
News and books began to travel across Europe much faster
than before. It fed the growing Renaissance, and since it
greatly facilitated scientific publishing, it was a major cata-
lyst for the later scientific revolution. Time-Life magazine
has identified his invention as the most important of the sec-
ond millennium.

The written word — whether in the form of books or
online publications — is a mirror of our cultural identity and
a treasure trove of our intellectual achievements. While num-
bers cannot adequately reflect what we call »Germany's book
and reading culturew, they are stll impressive: almost
100,000 new publications a year, over | billion books and
printed products, and a publishing industry with an annual
turnover of over 5 billion euro.

As part of its cultural diplomacy, Germany secks to
share the wealth of our book and reading culture with people
abroad. For many decades now, the Federal Foreign Office
has been cooperating with the Frankfurt Book Fair and the
German Publishers & Booksellers Association. Our funding
helps German publishers participate in some 20 book fairs
around the world every year. We provide substantial support
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for the five German Book Offices in New York, Moscow,
Bucharest, Beijing and New Delhi. With the help of our part-
ners, we support a number of translation promotion pro-
grammes designed to share with people abroad the creativity
of our authors, the issues that move us and the ideas that in-
spire us.

Since Gutenberg invented movable type printing, cre-
ativity and ideas have travelled the planet in print. Today’s
world is in flux. Borders — whether natural or nation-
al — have lost much of their meaning. News and ideas can
travel much faster than ever before. What, we may wonder,
will be the most important invention of this third millen-
nium? Will the e-book revolutionize our way of thinking?
Will the Web 3.0, whatever form it may take, be a tool that
helps people across the planet to connect, to promote com-
mon causes and to shape their own destiny in ways we can
still only dream of?

Whatever invention may shape our interconnected
world, we have to keep asking ourselves: how can we ensure
that core values and ideals — those that also inform Germany's
forcign policy — continue to inspire people around the world?

The dedicated men and women responsible for Ger-

many’s cultural dipl y — dipl 1 teachers,
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prog directors, hange ¢ 3 and
web editors — are guided by the lessons of German history:
the possibility of peaceful change, the importance of the rule
of law, human rights and respect for human dignity, and the
understanding that common action begins with dialogue and
mutual trust.

Guided by this credo, we seek to open up spaces for
people to enjoy the freedom of ideas central to Germany’s
progress in recent history. Such spaces open up when stu-
dents visit a modern design exhibition at their local Goethe-
Institut and are stimulated to create their own images of the
future. They open up when teachers come to Germany and
feel they must tell their students more both about World
War 1 as well as our peaceful revolution in 1989. They open
up when over 3700 college students discuss their ideas of
»Freedom Without Walls« on Facebook or when students at
the over 1500 schools participating in our »Schools: Partners
for the Future« network plant hundreds of trees in a single
day. And they open up whenever an 1dea printed and trans-
lated into a foreign language inspires people to act for a
common cause. -
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A Literary Map of Germany: Principal Locations
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Literary festivals
The place 1o enjoy literature and

reading as a collective apcﬂn‘n::h
Houses of Literature the literary festivals staged
The beating heart of literary life in [§ <« year by m: 7% ::’I:' ﬂ’lll’n:: 57;5,'?/
many a German-speaking city, A% Jrom hus hpm il
the Houses of Literature give authors e M};::rul‘l:‘::han 1'2 :a 2
and read portunity 1 b . fo discove)
engage lll":‘:’::l’:f at r:aj;n:x. newcomers, and to share their love ’a/
exhibitions, and discussion events. literature with like-minded souls.
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Publishing hubs

Munich just edges out Berlin as
the German city with the largest
number of publishers Trailing
them at a fair distance are
Stuttgart, Hamburg. Cologne,
and Frankfurt.

- pp-20-21

-:.pzsmae e M Berlin

M Cologne

Training centres
Apprenticeships, courses in

 book sciences, the chance to attend
" tailor-made training programmes,
and to benefit from international

W Mainz exchange programmes — virtually
no other country offers such a
wide range of vocational and
Surther training programmes for
the book and media industries
as that available in Germany.

M Frankfort am Main

M Erlangen
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(ai M Stuttgart
The kighlights on the arnawal book fair
circuil: the shows in Leipzig
and Fr In 2010, Argenting
= _’Imn. e 4 Book output
“ Guest Ha-uv"'- = How many first editions does a city.
.;—y"l” = Book ; event produce? The ratio between
missed! B Munich this figure and the number of locally
—p.IS based publishers can, in some
I Freibirg im Breisgau instances, be rather surprising.
$ Norderstedt, for example, takes place
#7 in the ranking, an honour it
owes primarily to a single company:
Books on Demand GmbH.
on book ousput and publisking
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