Booker win marks new chapter

A RED-eyed  but  tnumphant
HarperCollins contingent armved
in Frankfurt yesterday moming
to continue celebrating the com-
pany's fist Booker win with
Arundhat The God of
Small Things. The author herself
was flying in today, so it appears
that the champage will continue
to Now. Collins, in uts former
guise, won the Booker back in
1972, but for the Murdoch
owned conglomerate it is a major
and morale-boosting victory
Executive Chairman  and
Publisher Eddie Bell, supported
by what seemed to be a larger
than ever cigar, flew in o
Frankfurt after antending the
Booker dinner with  Roy's
Publisher, Philip Gwyn Jones of

Roy's

Flamingo Stuart  Proffitt.
Publisher of the Trade Division
and Roy’s publicist  Karen
Dufty

A 20.000 reprint was put in
place C Bour
vhich 1 12,000 ¢

format paperback have just gone
mtothe trade

For HarperCollins, UK Roy's
victory comes as the culmina
tion of what looks to be a very
good year for the publisher
With the at tumes painful
restructuning of the company
now behind it, the Booker tri-
umph sets the seal on what Bell
and his team regard as a new and
highly successful chapter in the
HarperCollins story
that over the past five
had 1ts ups and downs.

The God of Small Things is
already the stuff of legends in
publishing and provided a suit-
ably dramatic climax as the
author broke down in wracking
sobs as she received her prize,
on Tuesday might and later
declared that the book, her first
novel. may be her last

When The God of Small
Tlings amved on agent David
Godwin's d

paper  enve

a saga

cars has
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Triumph for HarperGollin

having the jabs 1o seek out
the author. He went on to secure
over £1 milhion in advances
from publishers worldwide

It was acquired by, among
others, Philip Gwyn Jones for
Flamingo — his first buy for the
imprint who likened 1t to
“having fallen from the sky, per
fectly formed”

Arundhau Roy drew on her
CXperiences growing up in a
small village in Southern India
to write the book which retells
the South  India
through the eyes of 7-year-old
twins. Chairman of the judges
Professor Gillian Beer said its
choice as the winner was a
“totally unamimous™ decision
“We were all engrossed by this
moving novel. Her narrative
crackles with niddles and yet
tellsits tale quite clearly.”

Accepting the £20,000 prize
Roy said she felt like the children
in her novel, unable to express
her feelings, and the guests in the
Guildhall held their

history  of

collective

breaths as, her voice cracking
he n ed 1o thank her hus
ents and  publishers

1 0O Lear

« uly shghtl

Quadrillion Publishing celebrated the firstdeal of the fair at 8.30am yesterday. They bought The Children's
Quartz Editions. Toasting the deal (1to r): Moira McCann and Des Higgins of Quadrillion,

Dinosaurus i )
and Quartz director Sue Pinkus

as a screenwriter to “buy the
time” to write senously. She
thought, however, that she may
not have another book in her
and she wondered at the 100,000

emotional scenes on the Harper
Collins table where sat Eddie
Bell, Stuart Proffitt and Gwyn
Jones

Recovermyg her
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composire

she later sard that she bad known  hooks @ year published i th 5
ance a child that she wanted 1o UK “How does anybody find Fax: 744 2744
viite anovel, but had takenagob time to read them all ™
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